r 


4 ’ 
‘ 
4 


x 


4 
J 
= 
“a ry 
x 
= 


“VoL. Ix. (Third Brien), Wo ait. 21, 1916. Price 1d. Weekly 


> 


‘ 


7 

~ 


> 
> 
we 
> 
i 
> 
~ 
4 
| 
‘ 
i“? 
~ 


“WOMAN DISPENSER: splendid’ 2 Thea don't weep erocodil | =. 
e tears over it. 
myself against people who offer me less than a man's 
for a man’s work!” | 
(tha Daily Mail, article, on January end, The Women are Splendid,” and dilated on the merits of all those who, 

parr doing men’s are helping the great cause of Freedom.” 
same records an émterview in which it is women chemists. dre badly wanted by the Army Médical Authorities, 
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UNITED SUFFRAGISTS 


27, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. Telephone, Holborn 


5880 


Colours: Purple, White and Orange 


Committee 
Miss Lena Ashwell 


Miss Bertha Brewster 


Mr. Albert Dawson 

Mr. Gerald Gould 

Mr. Charles Gray 

Mrs. Agnes H. Harben ; 
Mr. Henry W. Nevinson — 

Mr. John Scurr (Hon, Treas. pro tem.) 
Miss Evelyn Sharp | 
Mrs. Elaine Whelen 

Mrs. 4 oy Gould (Hon. Secretary) 
Major H. J. Gillespie (Hon. Treasurer) 


THE CAMPAIGN 


Tuesday, January 25; 8 p.m.—Open Meeting.— 
U.8. Women’s Club. Speaker: Mrs. Henderson. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 ; 7.30 P.M.—PUBLIC MEET- 
ING, KINGSLEY HALL, BRISTOL. SPEAKERS: 


MRS.~ DESPARD, MR. ROBERT SMILLIE, MISS | - 


CATHERINE MARSHALL, AND MISS EVELYN 
SHARP. CHAIR: MR. GEORGE LANSBURY. AD- 
MISSION FREE. 


Monday, January 31.— Members’ Meeting. — 
Borough Hall, Bolton, Address by Mr. Beanland. 


Wednesday, February 2; 8 p.m. — Public 
Meeting.—Queen’s College, Birmingham. Speaker: 
Mrs, Elaine Whelen. 


Thursday, February 3; 8 p.m.—Discussion, on 
“'Woman’s Part in the Peace Settlement.’’—Liverpool 
Women’s Suffrage Club, Theosophical Society’s Rooms, 
Street, Liverpool. Speaker : Mrs. Sydney 

yle. 


Meeting.—Pembroke Chapel, Liverpool. Speakers: 
Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, Mr. F. M. Edwards and Mrs, 
Bamber. Chair: Councillor Richardson. 7 


Sunday, February 6; 7.30 p.m.—Public Meeting. 
—Chapel Street, Salford, Manchester. Speakers: Miss 
Sylvia Pankhurst and others. Chair: Professor Merrick. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25; 2.30 P.M.— GRAND 
ENTERTAINMENT (IN AID OF U.S. WOMEN’S 
CLUB).—NEW THEATRE, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 
TICKETS, AT USUAL THEATRE PRICES, CAN BE 
OBTAINED ON AND AFTER FEBRUARY 1, AT 
27, CHANCERY LANE AND NEW THEATRE BOX 
OFFICE. (SEE BELOW.) 


UNITED SUFFRAGISTS IN LONDON 
London Members’ Meeting 

On Wednesday in last week a general meet- 
ing of the London members of the U.S. was 
called by the Committee in the Central Hall, 
Westminster, and was very well attended. | 

Mrs. Whelen and Miss Somers having been 
elected tellers, Miss Brewster, from the Chair, 
proposed the new Constitution en bloc, by which 
the Society will, if the Constitution be passed 
by representatives of the whole U.S. at a forth- 
coming Council meeting, be placed on a demo- 
cratic basis, with an elected Committee. Miss 
Brewster stated that the decision to reconstitute 
the fabric of the Society had been arrived at for 
various reasons, the principal ones being that. 
its democratisation would bring headquarters 
more into touch with the branches and with 
members generally, and would also bring the 
U.S. into line with*ether women’s (as well as’ 
International) organizations with whom it 
might be desirable to co-operate from time to 
time. The Constitution as drawn up had been’ 
approved by the U.S. branches, and was now 
laid before the London members. The proposal 
was seconded by Mrs. Whelen and passed with 
one dissentient. The provisions of the Constitu- 
tion were then taken one by one and passed, 
with or without. discussion, .one slight amend- 
ment being proposed by Mrs. Whatmough and 
passed by the meeting for submission to the 
Council Meeting. | 

The date and-place of Couneil Meeting— 
Central Hall, Westminster. on February 2— 
were then fixed; and delegates to the Council 


Saturday, February 5; 7.30 p.m. — os, 


from the London members were ‘provisionally 
elected. | 

_ Candidates for Committee —Important 
It was decided that nominations for the new 


Committee, each ta be backed by fiwe mem- 


bers.of the Society, or by two branches, must reach 
the Hon. Secretary. Mrs. Ayrton Gould, at 27, 
Chancery Lane, W.C., not later than first 
post on Wednesday morning, January 26.. By 
the new Constitution, members of the Com- 
mittee are elected for two years, half of the Com- 
mittee (three men and three women) being 
obliged to offer themselves for re-election every 
year. The six retiring members at the forth- 
coming Council Meeting will be - : 
| Miss Lena Ashwell, 
Mrs. Agnes Harben, 
Mrs. Elaine Whelen, 
Mr. Albert Dawson, 
Major H. J. Gillespie, and 
Mr. Gerald Gould. 
Of these, Miss Ashwell and Mrs, Harben are 
definitely resigning from the Committee, and 
two new women members will-have to be elected 
in their place. The other four rétiring mem- 
bers—Mrs. Whelen, Mr. Dawson. Mr. Gould, 
and Major Gillespie—offer themselves for re- 
election. 
Secretaries’ Reports 

Mrs, Ayrton Gould gave an interesting sum- 
mary of the work of the U.S. during the past 
year, and called upon members to put them- 


selves in closer touch with headquarters, and 


to come forward and help in the necessary work 
of keeping the Suffrage movement alive during 
the war. Mr. Charles Gray followed with an 
account of the U.S. branches and their activities. 


Important Statement about “Votes for Women’ 

Miss Evelyn Sharp, Editor of VoTEes For 
Women, then made an announcement about the 
paper. In the unavoidable absence of Mr. John 
Scurr (Hon. Treasurer pro tem.), Miss Sharp 
made a financial statement, and gave figures to 
show that, owing to the decline of advertisement. 
revenue, the rise of the cost of printing and 
paper and other increases in the cost of produc- 
tion without a corresponding increase in in- 
come, it would be necessary, probably for the 
period of the war, to cease bringing out Vores 
FOR WOMEN as a ‘weekly paper. The Committee 
proposed, therefore, to carry it on as a weekly 
paper until the end of January, and after that 
to issue it on the 15th of every month, begin- 
ning on February 15. In this way the Com- 
mittee hoped to husband the resources and 
maintain the other activities of the Society 
until after the war. : 


- 


U.S. WOMEN’S CLUB 
92, Borough Road, S.E. 
Secretary, Miss M. R. Cochrane. Tel.: Hop 4172 
We have had two disappointments this week, 
as Mrs. Cavendish Beritinck was prevented b 
illness from coming to speak on Tuesday, an 
Mrs, Aspland was unable to give us her promised 
concert. Miss Sharp very kindly took Mrs. 
Cavendish Bentinck’s place for the meeting on 
Tuesday, but.we had no time to arrange an en- 
tertainment for Thursday, which caused great 
disappointment to. the members, who turned up 
in full force. However, we contented ourselves 
with a gramophone concert instead. 
The Christmas Party | 
Our party was a great success, and nearly 
all our members and guests were able to come. 
We sat down to tea to the number of 170, and 
the lighted Christmas tree ou the platform made 


surrounded by happy folk of all ages bent on 
having a good time. After tea, the tables were 
cleared away, and the older members sat round 
the room with the babies, while’ the younger 


When we had rompéd till we were tired, Father 
Christmas (Mr. Sidney Wood) appeared beside 
the tree on the platform, and the-presents were 
given away, by‘one. 

_ We are very grateful indeed. to all the kind 
friends who enabled us to give the children such 
a happy time last Saturday; to those who came 
and helped, Miss Fox who gave us the toys— 
Miss Chalmers also—and Mrs. Bennett, who 
brought flowers for-the tables. Also to the fol- 
lowing, who, in addition to those acknowledged 
last week, sent us money:— | 


Mrs. Parkyn...,.. 0 5 -0|Miss Newcomb... 0 2 6 
Miss Putnam...... 1 0 0} Miss Hodge ...... 02 6 
Mrs. Delisle Mrs. Allen ... 0 5 0 
Burns 010 O/| Mrs. Fox 

Miss Young ...... . 02 6 trangways 0 5 0 
Mrs. Hardcastle Miss Somers:.:.;. ‘0 2°6 
Mrs. Cobden Miss Orton........ O09 ZO 

Sanderson O 5 0O/} Miss Wilmot ...... 0 2 0 
Mrs. Whelen...... 0 5 O} Miss : 
Miss Chalmers... 0 4 0 Postlethwaite 0 2 6 

(and Toys) Miss M. Brawn... 0 5 0 


The U.S. Women’s Club is becoming known 
to many people not connected with the U.S5., 
and arousing a great deal of interest. 

It is with great pleasure that. we have to an- 
nounce that a committee has been formed to 
give a matinée entertainment in aid of the 
Club funds. It is under the patronage of the 


Sutherland, the Marchioness of Downshire, the 
Marchioness of Londonderry, the Countess of 
Essex, the Countess of Tankerville, Winifred, 
Countess of. Arran, the Lad 


de Forest, and will be held at the New Theatre 
(St. Martin’s Lane), which has been kindly lent 
by Mr. Dion Boucicault, on Friday, February 
25, at 2.30.- It will consist of a first-class pro- 
gramme, including two short plays, songs, 
dances, and sketches,’ 


to make every reader decide to spend the after- 
noon of February 25 at the New Theatre: Mr. 
Henry Ainley, Miss Gladys Cooper, Miss Ger- 
trude Elliott, Mr. Fred Emney, Mr. Charles 
Hawtrey, Mr. Stanley Logan, Mr. Roland 


Silver, Miss Dorothy Varick, ‘Miss Lottie 
Venne, Miss Henrietta Watson; Mr. Augustus 
Yorke (of “ Potash and Perlmutter” fame). 

Tickets at the usual theatre prices may be 
had at the box-office, or at the U.S. offices, 27, 
Chancery Lane, after February 1st. 


LETCHWORTH U.S. 

Hon. Sec.: Miss Pym, 2, Meadow Way Green 

The monthly meeting for discussion was held on 
Monday, January 10, at Mrs. Muncaster’s, Letch- 
worth Lane, and Miss Hope Rea ve kind] came 
and gave an address on ‘‘ War and Life.’’ Her 
lecture was intensely interesting, and gave rise 
to many points for discussion. A collection was 
made at the end for the local poster fund. 

LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT U.S. | 

Hon. Sec., Miss Isabel Buxton, 111, Queen's Road 

‘We are now busy working up our big meeting 
(see Campaign). ill all willing to he 
teer at once, so as to save correspondence? There 
‘is plenty of work for all of us if we are to make it 
SUCCESS. 
MANCHESTER U.S. 


Hon. Sec., Miss Hope Hampson 
Onward Buildings, 207, Deansgate. 


giving ottt bills, &c., for the meeting on Feb- 
ruary 6? A resolution has been sent~ by 


ismissal from various council committees to the 
local papers and to™the committees.on which she 
served strongly protesting against the action ‘of 

‘Our thanks are due to Mrs. Adshead for having 


ones and the helpers played with the children:, 


}absence of one of the regular. sellers, . 


so kindly ‘helped with paper-sellins during’. the 


* 


é 
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U.S. WOMEN’S CLUB MATINEE 


Duchess of Marlborough, Millicent- Duchess of 


Betty Balfour, - 
{the Lady Willoughby de Broke, and Baroness 


The following list of artistes will be enough | 


Pertwee, Miss Muriel Pratt, Miss Christine 


volun- - . 


Will any members come forward to help with = 


the . 


a delightful background to the long tea. tables pence on the subject of Miss Margaret Ashton’s 
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U.8. at Bristol. ee ee ee 

Will Conscription Forge Women to be Blacklegs? 182 


Was Dickens a §nffragigt ? By the. Rey. Cyril 


A Book About Finland... 
Comparison of Punishments .. «+. 135 
What the Country Wants ee oe ee ee 135 


Watchin the Courts ee ee se 135 
Justice Blind in One Hye | 


DEDICATION 


To the braye women who to-day are fighting 
fer freedom: to the noble women who all down 
the ages kept the flag flying and looked for- 
ward to this day without seeing it: to all 
women all over the world, of whatever race, or 
ereed, or calling, whether they be with us or 
against us in this fight, we dedicate this paper. 


THE OUTLOOK 

It appears probable as we go to press that the 
Compulsion Bill will be sent up to the Lords 
by the end of the week, We do not know as 
these words are written what safeguards the 
measure in its final form will provide against 
industrial conscription; but unless these are 
definite and inviolable, there is grave reason for 
fearing that women may find themselves in the 
hideous position of being used in industry to re- 
place men who are not, as now, voluntarily en- 
listing for active service, but are being forced 
into it by pressure that would be ineffective but 
for the powers conferred under the Bill. We 
deal with this and other points affecting women 


_ and conscription in our leading article. 


- The Next Session 

In any case, an early prorogation of Parlia- 
ment until the middle of February may be 
looked for, in order to secure the transaction in 
the new Session of the financial business that 
must be effected by March 31. This accom- 
plished, the way will be clear, if the Govern- 
ment chooses to see its opportunity and to take 
it, for the introduction of a broad measure of 
Franchise Reform, of which an essential provi- 
sion must be the long-delayed enfranchisement 
of women. Dealing with the probability that 
the clause securing the Plural Voting Bill might 
be dropped out of the Parliament Bill by the 
Lords, the London Correspondent of the Man- 
chester Guardian said last Saturday: “ There 
will in any case have to be a new Franchise Bill 
alter the war and before the general election.” 
This Bill may be sprung upon the country with- 
out the provision of votes for women as suddenly 
as certain other and far more contentious 


measures have already been sprung. In order 


to be prepared, and to prepare others, for this 
contingency, United Suffragists are holding a 


‘meeting at Bristol on the last day of the Labour 


Party Conference, particulars of which will be 
found on this page. eee 


| 7 Progress in Manitoba 

In our issue of December 24 we stated that 
both in Manitoba and Alberta Government Bills 
to grant women the Provincial franchise would 
be introduced as soon as the Legislatures of these 
two Provinces re-assembled in the New Year. 
In a brief note in the Z'imes it is announced that 
the Woman Suffrage Bill has passed its Second 
Reading in the Manitoba Parliament, so we 
may expect to hear very shortly of the passage 


of its further stages also. We very warmly con- |: 


gratulate our Canadian fellow-Suffragists on 


having gone so far on their way to enfranchise- 


ment, and hasten to add, in case there are any 
“ Antis ” left to argue that the Manitoba women 


will only secure the local government vote under ; 


their Bill, that in Canada the Dominion suffrage 
is conferred automatically on all who become 
qualified to vote for their Provincial Legislature. 


Prices and Wages — 
annual review by the ‘Director of the Depart- 


ment of Labour Statistics, just published in the 
Board of Trade Labour Gazette, “is, on the 
whole, a very cheerful one.” It is true that 
the review records a decline in unemployment 
to 0.6 per cent., and an average increase in 
wages of about 3s. 10d. a week per head, and 


| foretells “a very much larger influx of women 


into industry than has yet taken’ place.” But 
it also tells of an increase in, the price of food 
alone, which forces the housewife to spend £1 9s. 
where she used in peace time to spend £1, and 
this without any reference to the corresponding 
rise in clothing, boots; and household commodi- 
ties which has also taken place. And we must 
further point out that the rise in wages affects 
only a minority of the women workers, the vast 
majority of whom are still paid considerably less 
than men, although they are doing men’s work ; 
and that Old Age Pensioners and others in 
receipt of small fixed incomes merely suffer 
acutely from the rise in the cost of living, with- 
out enjoying any of the proceeds of the rise in 
wages. 
The Ecstasies of the “ Daily Mail” 


The Daily Mail has joined the ranks of those 

who are discovering the qualities of women. It 
told the public, both on its posters and in its 
leading article, last Monday, that “The Women 
are Splendid.” For some years, our contem- 
porary tells us, our cause 
was obscured by the hysteria of the Suffragettes. 
To-day it begins to look.as though the votes-for- 
women gemonstrations were but manifestations of 
the tremendous pent-up energy of more than half 
the nation. 
We could not expect, perhaps, to get to the 
end of an article of this kind without meeting 
the word “ hysteria,” but we are at least glad 
that the writer of it tempers the familiar accusa- 
tion with a half-admission that the “ splendid ” 
qualities of women in war time may actually 
have been existent in women in peace time. Will 
not the Daily Mail go one step further, and in- 
sist that, in common justice, the patriotism of 
women shall go hand in hand, like that of men, 
with the rights of citizenship and a man’s pay 
for a man’s work? It will be easier, in that 
case, for us to believe that the ecstasies of its 
leading article are—shall we say !—a manifesta- 
tion of its pent-up desire to set women politi- 
cally free. - . 


Cooking the Dinner 


Very gradually it is beginning to dawn upon| 


those in authority that women’s ability to cook 
the dinner, which was considered in peace time 
to preclude ‘her ability to cast a vote, might be 
used in war time to save waste in the army; 
and we are glad to see that women cooks are 
now being to some extent employed in the 
camps. Dr, Barbara Tchaykovsky, in a letter 
to the Press, draws attention to the amazing 
economies effected last October in a certain con- 
valescent camp; with a daily average strength 
of 2,820, as soon as women cooks were substi- 
tuted for men. The total saved in one month 
amounted nearly to £900; and in detail, she 


| mentions the following economies as having been 


effected: Meat, 5,471lbs; bread, 7,369lbs; tea, 
191lbs; mustard, 17lbs. This surprises no sen- 
sible person who reflects that domestic economy 
is thé woman’s business in every home in the 
country. But if women counted in the country 
in a political capacity, is it conceivable that the 
country’s~money would be wasted in this lavish 
manner simply because of a prejudice against 
making use of. women, professsionally, in a 
domestic capacity ? 


‘The Future of “ Votes for Women” 


It is with very great regret, though with tn- 
daunted spirit and unwavering resolution, -that 
we have to announce our inability to continue, 


after the end of January, to issue VoTes FoR 


WomMEN as a weekly publication. Owing to the 
increased cost of production, and to a decreasing 
income consequent upon loss of advertisement 
revenue through the war, the Committee of the 
United Suffragists have, after due deliberation, 
come to the decision to bring out only one more 
weekly edition of the paper after our ‘issue of 


We cannot. agree with the Times that the ay; and in future to publish only once a 
month, 


™ 


beginning on February 15. We know| January 28. 


our readers will share our regrets; they will 
wish, with us, that we could, after holding out 
so long, have held out in our weekly form until 
the end of the war. But we can rely with equal 
confidence upon their co-operation in making 
a success of the monthly issue, which will con- 
tain most of the features that have made VorTes 
FoR WOMEN a prominent political journal all 
over the world for upwards of eight years, and 
will, we hope, continue as before to safeguard 
the interests of women, watch the proceedings 
in Parliament, and uphold with all its might 
the dear and great cause for which it stands. 


Items of Interest 


The Royal Red Cross (Second Class) has been 
bestowed on a number of nurses for their war 
services. Miss Georgie Fyfe has been made a 
Chevalier of the Order of Leopold, in recogni- 
tion of her services with the Scottish Ambulance 
Corps in Belgium. | 

The Prime Minister of Sweden informed a 
deputation of Suffragists on January 11 that 
no measure to extend the political rights of 
women could be introduced into the Riksdag this 
year. 

In the interests of free speech, United Suffra- 
gists in Manchester have resolutions con- 
demning the action of the City Council in ex- 
cluding Councillor Margaret Ashton from a 
Sub-Committee of the Education Committee on 
account of her opinions, and also in refusing the 
use of public halls to certain organisations. 

At Chertsey the only woman town crier in 
England may be found. She has taken the 
place of her husband, who has enlisted. — 

At a recent meeting of-the Council of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, the L.D.S. diploma 
was conferred on Miss E. L. Watterson. 

In Austria, women are now being called upon 
to fill the place of the firemen who have joined 
the army. 


TO “VOTES FOR WOMEN “” SUBSCRIBERS 

We propose, on ceasing weekly publication, 
to send to our subscribers four comes of each 
monthly issue until their subscriptions run out. 
If they prefer to have their money returned, 
will they kindly notify us to that effect? 


U.S. MEETING AT BRISTOL 
Offers of Help Wanted 


Our meeting at Bristol-takes place on Friday, 
January 28, at 7.30, in the Kingsley Hall. The 
annual conference of the Labour Party will be 
held at Bristol on January 26, 27, and 28, and 
the United Suffragists feel that it is very im- 
portant to seize this opportunity of holding a 


meeting to insist that when the Government — 


undertakes the revision of the Parliamentary 
Register, women shall be placed upon it equally 
with men. 

The Chair will be taken by Mr. George Lans- 
bury, and the speakers will be Mrs. Despard, 
Mr. Robert Smillie, Miss Catherine Marshall, 
and Miss Evelyn Sharp. | 3 

As it is highly probable that one of the first 
questions to be dealt with‘in the next session 
of Parliament will be that of erent Suf- 
fragists must make every possible effort to see 


that this matter is equitably dealt with, and — 


that the claims of women shall be no longer 
ignored. It is therefore essential that the 
Bristol meeting should be a great success, as in- 
deed it ought to be with a list of speakers so 
representative of the interests of women and of 


industry. 
-How Members Can Help 


We want a great deal of help. Bristol mem- 
bers are urgently requested to let us know at 
once how much they can do; and London mem- 


bers, who can spend a few days in Bristol, or 


who can contribute towards the expenses of the 
campaign, should lose no time in communicat- 
ing with us at 27, Chancery Lane. Thanks are 
due to Mrs. Anderson for the gift of £1 towards 
expenses. | 
This is a v 
movement, an 
they possibly can to ensure a packed hall on 


critical moment in the Suffrage 


we hope our readers will do all ' 
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__ VOTES" FOR “WOMEN, 


Articles and News contributed for meertion 
o VOTES FOR WOMEN should be sent to 
The Hditors, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 27, 
Chancery Lane, W.C., at the earliest possible 
date, and in no case later than first post 
Monday prior to the publication of 


the pap 
The Ba Editors cannot hold themselves in. any 
way responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts, though they will endeavour as 
far as seosthte to return them when requested 
‘howld for 


ld, sf possible, be typewritten. 


Boxee tions to the paper should be sent to |. 


the Publisher, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 4-7, 
Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 

The terms are, post tree, 6s. 6d. annual 
subscription, $s. 8d. for siz months inside the 
Figs | Kingdom, 8s. 8d. (2dols, 25cents) and 
48 


(1dol. 15cents) abroad, payable in 
advance. 


TOMMY’S COOKER (Stove 


A Marvel of Simplicity and Utility. or 
THE BEST me roe PRESENT FOR OUR SOLDIERS, 
i] 


No risks. The fuel is solidified. Wina will not blow out 
the flame. Weight only 54 ounces. Obtainable Everywhere. 


TOMMY'’S COOKER COMPANY, Ltd., 
81, Carsunron St., Great Portianp Lonpon, W. 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S FRANCHISE CLUB 
‘8, GRAFTON STREET, PICCADILLY, W. 
EOR MEM 
Wo Entrance Fee During the War. 


Sub.: 1 Guinea per annum, from date of entrance. 
(Irish, Scottish and Foreign Members, 10s. 6d.) 


VALUABLE LENDING AND REFERENCE LIBRARY. 
FREE TO MEMBERS. (Non-Members, 5s. 6a. per annum.) 
Catertne. AND Dinners From 1/- 


“The Coming Day” 


THE MONTHLY PAPER OF THE FREE CHURCH 
LEAGUE FOR WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 


The “COMING DAY” stands for the re-construction of 
Society on a Religious basis and including the Co-operation 
of Meh and Women. 


Published the 15th of each Month. 
_ Price Aid, Post Free. 


13, BREAM’S BUILDINGS, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, E.C. 


GRAND MATINEE 


(in Ald of the U.S. Women’s 
Club) 


IN THE 


NEW THEATRE 


(ST. MARTIN’S LANE}, 
on 


Friday, February 25, at < 30. 


ARIISTES: 
Mr. Henry Ainley, Miss Gladys tieber: 


Miss Gertrude Elliott, Mr. Fred Emney,| 
Mr. Charles Hawtrey, Mr. Stanley Logan, 


Mr. Roland Pertwee, Miss Muriel Prait, 
Miss Christine Silver, Miss Dorothy Varick, 
Miss Lottie Venne, Miss Henrietta Watson, 
Mr. Augusius Yorke (“Potash & Perlmutter’). 


Tickets, at usual prices, from the Box Orrice, 


New Tuearre, and U. 8. Orrices, 27, Ouancery 


Lanz, W.C. Ready after February I. 


ostage are enclosed. MSS. | 


FOR 


27, CHANOERY LANE, W.C. 


| Telegraphic Address :—Unisuffra, Holb., London 
Telephone :—Holborn 5880 


FRIDAY, JANUARY. 21;. 1916. 


FORCE WOMEN 
BLACKLEGS? 


_ Even a Bill which is expressly confined to the 
conscription of certain. male members of the 
population for one of those national services 
which women are neither urged nor allowed to 


‘| undertake—even such a Bill affects the lives 


of women, directly and indirectly, and even 
such a Bill should not be passed without the 
voice of womanhood being heard in the matter. 


_|-We do not refer merely to the fact that the 


compulsion of men affects women through men, 
just as the enlistment of men does. Yet this is 
a fact which is worth a moment’s special con- 
sideration. Take the case of a single man whose 
mother is dependent upon him. Whether he 
waits, like the gentleman in the poster, for’ his 


out consulting his mother—or whether he de- 
bates and considers the question with his mother 
before making up his mind one way or the other, 
at any rate in all three cases the issue is a per- 
sonal, not a legal, one: and there is no griev- 
ance of the Woman qua woman or the man qua 
|man. The moment legal compulsion is. intro- 
duced, it is obvious that the question assumes 
a different aspect. If the man thinks he ought 
to be exempt, he may apply for exemption; but 
he must apply for it to a tribunal of men, estab- 
lished by exclusively male legislation ; and how- 
ever much women may be affected by the pro- 
cedure of such tribunals (it is obvious that in 
some cases they may be deeply affected), they 
have no voice in the decision, nor any remedy 
if the whole machinery and procedure seem to 
them undesirable. The distinction is clear 
between the compulsion of an individual man, 
who is actually or potentially a voter, and the 
| compulsion of the whole female sex, which can- 


tically, or call to account the irises pass 
the compulsory legislation. 

The present Bill is held up in some quarters 
as an example of how futile votes are, since it 
is being passed without any general election, and 
the male voter seems to have no more say in it 
than the voteless woman. But everyone familiar 
with the feeling and the talk in Parliamentary 


believe their constituents as a whole to favour 
the Bill. We have nothing to do with whether 
this belief is right or wrong: the point is that 
the supposed will of the voter is affecting legis- 
lation—and if Members have gauged that will 
wrong, the voters will have a means of bringing 
the mistake home at the polls: Moreover, is it 


a 
. 


mother to say “Go! ”—whether he goes with- 


not in any way safeguard its own interests poli- | 


circles knows perfectly well that Members 


not conceivable that the discrimination against 
the unmarried in the Bil] is at least coins 3s 


| to the fact that married men co votes in far 


larger proportions than unmarried 


~ We do not, of course, blink the fact that inili- 


tary conscription affects men in a way and degree 
very different from the way and degree in which 
it affects wornen. It is a special case: it is a 
case where men are primarily (though not 
solely) concerned : it is therefore a case in which 


the Anti-Suffragist-can speak with some’ show 


of reason. But if we grant him this point; we 
must ask him to be consistent, .We. must. ask 


him to favour the votes of women, and of women 


only, being taken on all matters that primarily 
concern women. Maternity is as _ specially 


women’s concern aS military service is men’s: 


if men should wholly -decide the latter, all 


questions relative to maternity insurance, State 
provision for maternity, 


and so _- forth, 
should be decided wholly by women. At present 


they are decided wholly by men. Is this fairt It 
is quite true that men are affected in-a thousand 


ways by maternity legislation, That problem 
is mixed up with infantile mortality, and that 
with the future of the Empire—which concerns 
men as mach as women. 
tary service is mixed up with the whole question 
of the war, and that with the future of the 


Empire—which concerns women as much as 


men. The interests of the sexes cannot be 
divided : their legislative powers wack there- 
fore be equal. 

But, as we said above, we refer not only: to 


the way in which the interests of both sexes are 


necessarily entangled in any legislation: we 
suspect that the Compulsion Bill will also affect 
women directly. As we go to press, the final 
form of the Bill has not been decided in Com- 


mittee: but we say frankly that we do not see. 


what amendments can possibly be effective in 
securing that it shall cause mo modification of 


| industrial conditions. The Prime Minister, 


while declaring that such modification was not 
intended by the- Bill, had to admit the extreme 
difficulty of guarding against it, And if any 
element of industrial compulsion is introduced, 
however indirectly, however completely with- 
out direct authorisation under the Bill, it is 
clear that women are going to be affected as 
much as men. To take only one point ;—Sup- 


pose a man merely believes himself to be being — 


coerced into the army because he is found to be 
not indispensable, and suppose he is found to 


be not indispensable because his place can be _ 


filled by a woman? It is one thing for a woman 
to take a man’s place in order to release him 


for enlistment when he wants to go—that makes — 


a bond of comradeship. It is a different thing 
for a woman to be used as an instrument for 
forcing a man to go against his will—that neces- 
sarily makes bitterness and sex-hostility, and 


forces the woman into the position of a black-. 
If, as the 


leg. Nor are other dangers lacking, 
majority of organised Labour fears, one result of 
the Conipulsion Bill’s becoming law were to be 


a general tightening up of restrictions and con- 
trol over personal liberty in factories and work- - 
shops, it is idle to pretend that women would 


be less affected by this than men. 
‘However, there is one gleam of light in the 


situation, although it is not without a certain © 


sardonic feeling that we welcome it. The Prime_ 


Minister’s s principles, though scarcely liberal in 

scope or impressive in depth, appear to be of — 
infinite accommodation, He assured an admir- - 
ing House the other day that he had introduced =~ 


Compulsion to save the voluntary principle. 


Perhaps he will one day be found safeguarding 
|women} 


But compulsory mili- 


hall 
a 


‘ a 


\ 


y 


i 


4 
x 
4 


q 
| 
» . 
| 
| 
a 
’ 
“wy 
te 
~ 
= 
th, 
‘ 
< 
PS 
7 
4 
~~ 
. 
4 | 
| 
| 
= | 
| 
‘ 
} 
| 
vi 
, 
Jf 


4 


_ 

Vey 
& 


~ 


d 


JANUARY 21, 1916, 


= pus: 


We 


133 


T suppose one of the reasons why we love 
Dickens so much is that he is absolutely 


human and real in drawing his characters. 


None of them are mere automatons, puppets 
pulled by a string; but they are all real living 
people whom we get to love (or otherwise) as 
if we knew them personally.. Not the slightest 
shade of expression seems to have escaped his 
notice ; the joys and sorrows of each individual 


_are portrayed so minutely that they almost 


become our own. How keenly Dickens felt the 
injustices and muddling stupidity of those in 
authority, and how seathingly he holds them 
up to detision! But in considering his attitude 
towards Woman Suffrage we have to take into 


account, first of all, the date at which he lived 


and wrote, He was born in the year 1812 and 
died in 1870, so his writings belong to the 
period between 1832 and 1870, although some 
of his tales and “Sketches by Boz” were 
written at an even earlier date. Therefore, 
these dates include the passing of the First 


Reform Bill and also the Second Reform Bill} 


in which the word “male” was so insultingly 
. Although it was in the year 1870 that the 


~ first Woman Suffrage Bill reached its second 


reading, and then was shelved, the Woman 
Suffrage Movement up till then was in the 
initial stages, being of little interest except to 
-@ few who realised from the first the need of 
the woman’s point of view. Surely it is for this 


- reason that we do not find, in the writings of 


Dickens, more mention of so important a sub- 
ject? But it is the object of this article to 
show that the subject had by no means escaped 


- his notice, and that he certainly was in favour 


of so necessary a reform, as we see in different 


~ references to it made by him both directly and 


indirectly. For the most part, the women de- 
picted by Dickens are those usually classified as 


wrote, that is not to be wondered at. The 
strong point of his best women is their virtue 
and goodness—his women are not powerful in 
the way that many writers depict them, but, 
then, neither are many of his men, if you come 
to that! 
Married Co-operation 
In “Our Mutual Friend,” we have two 


examples of domestic co-operation, given in a| 


most happy way—the genial benevolent Mr. 
and Mrs. Boffin and the Rev. Frank Milvey and 


his wife. In searching for the little orphan, 
whom in their generosity the Boffins are 
’- anxious to adopt, the spirit of co-operation per- 


vades every process of the transaction. A 
unanimity of purpose seems to flow from every 
suggestion and idea that the one or the other 
proposes. So likewise with the Rev. Milvey 
and his wife, whom they consult as to the best 
and most suitable little boy to adopt. Both 
evince a knowledge of the different children of 
the parish that shédws how they have equally 
worked amongst the poor. - But especially in 


_ Mr, Boffin do we see the husband who not only 


does not wish to dominate his wife, but who 
laughs to scorn; when making his will, the bare 
suggestion made by- his. lawyer that Mrs. Boffin 
should be bound by any “conditions.” The 


_ only, thing he insists upon is that it must~ be 
“tight ’—but- “tight” in-so far as it would 


make Mrs. Boffin absolutely free to do exactly 


. ‘whet she chose with his money. It certainly is 
refreshing to. read of auch spirit, especially 
when we remember: that Dickens wrote this’ 


VOTES FOR WOMEN. 


CKENS SUFFRA 


_. By the Rev. Cyril Isherwood | 


many years before the Married Women’s Pro- 
rty Act was passed, when Mr. Boffin could 
fave left his money all away, or she might have 
married a second husband, who could et ex- 
torted every penny. No wonder the lawyer 
was surprised ! 
. But before we leave “Our Mutual Friend,” 
cerns us. It is when Mr. Veneering buys a seat 
in Parliament. There we see the old (?) sys- 
tem of the use of women in doing the dirty 
work of politics. This is seen in the words of 
Twemlow, 
hears that Mrs. Veneering is “ working ’— 
although in her case she was merely having an 


tact is invaluable. To have the dear sex with 
us, is to have everything with us.” Yes, indeed, 
it is the old, old story that Suffragettes know 
so well. When the time for electioneering 
comes, the amount of work done by the “ dear 
sex’ does indeed play an important part in 
securing the seat! | 

A Mrs. Bumble and Obedience | 

This brings, us to another interesting scene, 
which we find in “Oliver Twist,” when Mr. 
Bumble, the parish beadle, in the well-known 
spirit of the “ Anti,” tries to subdue his new 
wife—one would be inclined to think he has 
taken advice from Mr. Fordham. Two months 
of married life have worn off all disguise in the 
shapes of affection, and the time ‘has arrived 


with force to assert his authority. So Mr. 
Bumble, who, in the words of Dickens, “had 
a decided propensity for bullying, derived no 


petty cruelty, and consequently was (it is need- 
| less to say) a coward,” determined to show his 
wife that the “ prerogative of a man is to com- 
mand.” But he did not know his better half, 
who demanded what was the prerogative of a 
woman. ‘To obey, ma'am,” was the answer. 
“Your late husband should thave taught it you ; 
and then, perhaps, he would have been alive 
now; I wish he was, poor man!” It was at 
this point that the. consort: of the said gentle- 
man resolved to act once and for all; and, find- 
ing that tears were of no avail, inflicted upon 
the person of her husband such traces of her 
fingers and hands as proved, at any rate, her 
superior strength of muscle. Combining with 
this a strength of tongue, she soon emerged 


‘|from the contest victorious, and henceforth 


reigned supreme. 

But-near the close of the book; the “ preroga- 
tive”’ rebounds upon the unhappy head of Mr. 
Bumble in a way quite unlooked for. When, 
by an act of deception and fraud, which’ had 
been perpetrated by Mrs. Bumble alone, both 
were dismissed from public office, Mr. Bumble 
resorted-to the excuse as old as Adam:—- 

was all Mrs. Bumble.. She would do 
urged Mr. Bumble, first looking to ascertain that 
his partner had left the room. ‘‘ That is no ex- 
cuse,”” replied Mr. Brownlow. ‘‘ You were present 
on the occasion of the destruction of these 
trinkets; and, indeed, are the more guilty of the 
two-in the eyes of the law, for the law supposes 
that your wife acts under your direction.’  ‘‘If 
the law supposes that,’’ said Mr. Bumble, squeez- 
ing his hat emphatically in both hands, ‘the law 
is @ ass—an idiot. Tf that’s the eyes of the law, 
the law is a bachelor, and the worst I wish the 
law is that his eyes may be opened by experience— 
Could Dickens have presented the case for 
Woman Suffrage better than this? When the 
Anti,” who would keep his wife in a state of 
subjection, as a result of that- very same sub- 
p71 has to suffer for her wrong-doing,-he sees 

y this very painful object-lesson the stupidity 
of the law. Mr. Bumble was right when he 
said that the law was a “bachelor,” for his 
idea of a bachelor was tliat of .a bully who 
could only see one side of the question. © 


“The Old Curiosity Shop,” we have a; 


4 j 
y 


there is another interesting passage that con- 


Mr. Veneering’s friend, when he 


afternoon’s visiting among friends, with the 
object. of securing more votes—“ A woman’s 


when—as so often happens—the husband begins 


inconsiderable pleasure from the exercise of 


| character which, although by no means.one to 
admire so far as her personality is concerned; 
is yet one who is able to rise above the usual 
run of women and perform the office of a lawyer 
equally with her brother. Miss Sally Brass 
was a lady, who, from her earliest infancy, had 
maintained a firm grip upon the law and who 
became “a kind of Amazon at common law,” 
so proficient was she in its intricacies. Being 
a lady of a many-sided capacity, she was her 
brother’s “clerk, assistant, housekeeper, secre- 
tary, confidential plotter, adviser, intriguer, 
and bill of costs-increaser.” ; in fact, he would 
have been able to do very little without her 
aid. As their best client, although not one to 
pay compliments; remarked, “she’s always 
foremost.” It was her father’s chief regret, 
when near the end of his life, that she “ could 
not take out an attorney’s certificate and hold 
a place upon the roll.” That day, however, was 
yet. to come, and, although it is still delayed, 
is. needed now more than ever. With all her 
faults, Miss Sally Brass played the game to 
the last, refusing to say anything that would 
involve or betray her brother; and when she 
saw the game was up, and that their plotting 
and intrigue had all come to light, warned the 
chief plotter with them-of coming arrest. She 
was a lady who, if only her energies and prin- 
ciples had been directed in the right channel, 
might have been a really splendid character— 
certainly an ardent Suffragette; for she was 
firm and true to the principles that she had, 
and absolutely loyal to her (anworthy) partner 
—her brother—who was only too ready to 
betray her. 
A Reference to Suffragists | 

In “ Bleak House” we find a very interesting 
reference, especially as that book was written 
|} as far back as 1853. It is a reference to Mrs. 
Jellyby, who had been an ardent supporter and 
worker for the mission to the natives of Borrio- 
boola-Gha (wherever that may be), and who 
had given al] her time—available and otherwise 
—to correspondence on the subject. But, owing 
to some misunderstanding, she lost her interest 
in the mission, and took up another subject, 
which seems-to have needed even more corre- 
spondence—the right of women to sit in Par- 
liament. This reference—although  slight— 
shows us that even then there was a tendency 
to tigre reform for women. 
- But this brings us to our last reference, which 
is even more enlightening, and we find it in 
“Dombey and Son,” concerning the faithful 
and energetic Susan Nipper, who was a Suffra- 
gette in practice. if not in theory. A woman 
of firm determination, abhorring all that was 
shallow_or false, she refused to stand..by in 
silence and see her young mistress treated so 
coldly by her father, even although it.cost her 
her place, and that at a few minutes’ notice. 
Fortunately, she married a man who appre- 
ciated her ability and intellect, and who, even 
at that early date, saw that it would be women 
like her who would free women from their 
political serfdom, and secure those rights which 
‘have been so long denied to them. This is 
specially stated by her husband, at the wedding 
party of an old school friend, who never could 
say enough about ther ability—‘‘ Nobody but 
myself can tell what the capacity of that 
-woman’s mind is. If ever the Rights of 
Women, and all that kind of thing, are properly 
attended to, it will be through her powerful 
intellect.” 
How literally true this has been proved dur- 
ing the last few years! 
in, or have followed, the Suffrage Movement 
of the last ten years, have been able to witness 
the result of the “ powerful intellect,” which 
has done. such magnificent work in educating 
and enlightening women, and, if it had. not 
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YOTES FOR WOMEN. 


BOOK ABOUT 


To those critical persons who are not satis- 
fied with gathering their information on other 
countries from the innumerable works produced 
by clever journalists on their return from 4 
hurried tour through an: inconsiderable part of 
the country in question, Mr. Arthur Reade’s 
book on~- Finland will be very welcome. 

Mr. Reade, who is lecturer in English at the 
University of Helsingfors, has for many years 
made his home in Finland, and writes, not as 
a traveller, but as an inmate. The book is 
simply and clearly written, not crowded with 
unnecessary details, and gives an extremely 
vivid idea of life in Finland, and the national 
character. 3 

It is greatly to be regretted that so little is 
known of this interesting country. It is true 
that all Suffragists realise that it was the first 


European country to enfranchise women, but: 


their knowledge seldom goes further. It is, 
however, especially at the present time, import- 
ant to notice under what circumstances the 
women of Finland gained their emancipation. 
In 1809, Finland, which had for centuries 
been a province of Sweden, became a part of 
the Empire of Russia, conserving as its own 
the Constitution and legislation then in force. 
The Tsar of Russia thus became the Grand 
Duke, or Constitutional monarch of Finland. 
The change was then greatly to the advantage 
of Finland, and great progress was made, par- 
ticularly with regard to education. | 


| A National Crisis 

In 1899, however, the present Tsar decided to 
introduce Russian military law into the country 
without the consent of| the Diet. 
purpose General Bobrikoff was appointed 
Governor-General of Finland, and he at once 
proceeded to force upon thé people a military 
system by which the army would be quadrupled, 
and form part of the Russian army. 
This unconstitutional action was bitterly re- 
sented, and two forms of protest were at once 
adopted : — 
Not content with protesting against this coup 
d’état through the ordinary channels, the leaders 


of public opinion in Finland desired to make a pro- 


test which should be representative of the nation 
at large. A great address to the Tsar was planned 
and carried out, every adult man and woman in the 
country being invited to sign it. It was generally 
felt that this appeal to thenon-enfranchtised portions 
of the nation at a time of crisis implied a moral 
responsibility to enfranchise them, both men and 
women, when the crisis had passed. 

(The italics are ours.) 


We very much wish that we could believe a 
similar feeling to exist in England to-day. Un- 
happily, though appeals to the non-enfranchised 


- portions of the nation are being made every 


day, we see no indications that our legislators 
feel themselves under a moral responsibility to 
enfranchise them, either now or when the 
present crisis has passed. | 

~The second form of protest was the refusal 
of the Finns to serve as conscripts. The 
majority of the clergy refused to proclaim the 
new law in the churches, and. in those places 
where they tried to do so, the congregation 
drowned the proclamation by singing hymns. 
The district clerks refused to prepare lists of 
men of military age,.and both the presidents 


of the communeg and the doctors refused to 
' work the law in any way. The young men 


refused -to appear. By 1903, however, the re- 
sistance had weakened, partly owing to the 
gradual terrorisation of the country, and partly 
owing to. the ingenuity of the Russian officials, 


_ * “Finland and the Finns,” By Arthur Réade. (Lo a ‘ 
Methuen & Oo. Price 10s. 6d. net ) 


For this. 


who instituted a formal registration of names. | 


Russianisation was becoming complete, when it 
was checked by the assassination of General 
Bobrikoff in the summer of 1904. _ 

In the autumn of 1905, a general strike 
broke out, and this, coupled with the fact that 
Russia was then in the midst of the war with 
Japan, induced the Tsar to restore the consti- 
tution. . | 
A United Nation | 

Immediately many long-delayed reforms were 
carried out, the most important of which was to 


change the existing form of government to a 


sitigle Chamber of two hundred members, 
elected by all men and women of twenty-four, 
on a system of proportional representation. The 
exact system prevailing is, unfortunately, not 
explained. In a very interesting chapter on 
the position. of women, Mr. Reade gives the 
opinions of a number of well-known statesmen 
and public men upon the effect of Woman 
Suffrage. Suffragists will not be surprised to 
hear that all are favourable. It is impossible 
to give more than a brief account of this chapter, 
but one or two points deserve special notice : — 


They haye not formed an independent woman’s 
party . . . and election statistics show that 
they have voted for the different parties in much 
the same proportion as the men. There is no truth 
in the assertion sometimes made that woman’s suf- 
frage has especially benefited the Socialist party. 
Neg As regards the alleged general discontent 
with woman’s suffrage and ‘its bad effect on home 
life, there is an absolute consensus of denial. . . . 
It is interesting to know that women. have not 
favoured special protective legislation for their sex. 
in factories, unless such legislation is to apply to 
men as well. Not long ago the question of night- 
work in factories arose, but the majority of woman 
workers were agajnst the sropcedl: because they 
questioned whether it really would protect them, 
and if it would not rather drive them out of the 
better organised and better paid factories into the 
ill-paid and casual home-work. They preferred 
night-work with good wages to the prohibition 
of night-work with bad wages, and only approve 
of its interdiction when, as in the Bakeries law, 
the embargo is laid on both sexes alike. © vi 


One of thé reasons which, in Mr. Reade’s 
opinion, made Finland more ready than other 
European. countries to accept Woman Suffrage 
is the prevalence of co-education. The growth 


of the mixed school has been rapid. In 1877-8, |: 


the percentage of mixed elementary schools in 
country districts was 48.2; in 1907-8, 89.0. 
Education is considered of great importance: 
The willingness to spend money on education is 
only the outward sign of one of the best features 
of the Finnish character—namely, a genuine intel- 
lectual curiosity... ¥: . This little nation, lying 
in what even to-day seems a remote corner of 
Europe, and which a hundred years ago seemed 
almost a mythological country, has for over two 
centuries had one of the best records for literacy 
in the whole of Europe. | Teachers havé 
been among the most honoured men -and: women in 
the country, and there is nothing of that con- 
descending -attitude towards the profession that 
was'common in England not many decades ago, 


and which even to-day has ‘ entire isap- 
0-day not entirely disap 


A very sympathetic account: of the Labour 
movement is also given. : 

The part of the book devoted to the country- 
side and general life of the people is admirable. 
It is rare and refreshing to find an author who. 
does not think that the effect produced upon 
the reader ‘is in direct proportion to the number 
of words used. | 

The Future of Finland 

The last chapter deals with the second period 
of Russianisation, which began in 1908, and is 
still proceeding. It recalls the tragedy of 
Persia, and forms very distressing reading. Mr. 
Reade, however, is not without hope for the 
future. The. only unfavourable. criticism we 


have to make is of the classified Index, which is 
80 incomplete as to be of no use whatever. 


Who Buys “Votes for Women"? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Editors of Vores ron Woman. 


Dear Editors,—I think you may like to know 


how my corner of Oxford Street received . last 
week’s paper. It was friendly all the time—a far 


cry indeed from the days at the beginning of the 


war, when rege every passer-by accused the 
paper-seller of a lack of patriotic feeling. I used 
to start off to sell in those days wondering if I. 
cduld possibly go through with it. My customers 
last. Saturday numbered : — ig 4 


(1) Two Canadian soldiers, who came up gaily. 
where our headquarters were. : 
‘| 1 told them, and they said, ‘‘ We’il be sure to 


to buy; and asked 


look in one day.’’ 


(2) A lady—a Suffragist—who often buys. from _ 


me, and told’ me that one day, when passing in a 
*bus on the ‘other Side. of the street, she saw me 
standing at my Eg veny and thought of all the paper 
meant and stood for. She got off the ’bus simply 
to cross over and ‘buy. a paper, ‘‘] don’t know 
what we should do without the paper and you 
sellers,’’ she sail. 


(3) Another lady, who gave me a penny to give 


away a copy, went on, and came back to say we 
might like to know that she sends VoTEs FOR 
WomMEN every week out to her husband in the 
trenches. After reading it, he passes it on to his 
men, ‘‘ who much. appreciate it.’’ 

(4)_ A bearded cler 
and promptly took off his hat, then walked on. 
I thought he might have followed up his good deed 
by buying the paper. On looking round .I saw 
him there, holding out a penny. 

(5) A man who bought a paper, and said what 
a great thing it was at the presént time, when all 
the forces of Materialism were uppermost, to have 
someone standing for an ideal in these streets. 
He said the point was not really how many papers 


we sold, it was simply the fact of being there. - 


The public might seem indifferent, but an impres- 
sion was made—a far greater one probably than 
one could ever realise. 
he said, put much more beautifully. 

(6) Two young men, who seemed very happy 
when they passed, laughed and shouted Vorss 


Fok WoMEN as if greeting an old friend. They © 
walked on a good distance, then one of them came . 


came from 
aris, where 


back to.say he must have.a copy. The 
Newcastle, and were on their way to 


they. had work as wireless operators at the Eiffel 
Tower.—Yours, &c., 
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the body or mind, there 
is need for Hall’s Wine, 


Hall's Wine, by enriching 
the blood, feeding the . 


xi 

thee Ow” 


nerves, and helping youto 

secure the utmost benefit 

from your food, brightens 

5 you up likea holiday, clears a 

away depression,and makes 

you able to cope with your 

share of the problems and . 

worries which ‘face us all, 


Read our Guarantee below, 


| The Supreme Restorative 


Buy a bottle today. If, after taking 
half, you feel no benefit, return ‘ts the 
half-eshpty bottle, and we refund outlay. 


 Largestse,3/6, Wine Merchants, &e. 
STEPHEN SMITH &CO.,LD,,LONDON.. 
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man, who saw the poster. 


hat was the gist of what 
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Peckham Rye Park. There were %. bicycle. There was a previous con-| Women Workers; and Mrs. Allan. 

_ seventeen sevens - convictions te viction for the same thing. It was} Bright read a paper at the National The Women’s Freedom League will 
fraud, and the magistrate was asked to stated he had never had a chance, Council of Women in October, of | hold a public meeting at the Caxton _ 
impose a sentence that would act as a ad no home, and was willing to go | which we gave a full report in Vorzs | Hall, estminster, on Wednesday, 
deterrent to others, and so make the +0 sea. FOR WoMEN. ’ January 26, at 3.30 p.m. Speakers: 


January 21, 1916. 
COMPARISON 


* 


¥ 


VOTES FOR WOMEN, 


LIGHT SENTENCES 
Manslaughter 
The Times and other papers (Janu- 
ary 13) report case of a private home 


from the front, charged before Mr. © 
. Justice Darling 


sti at the Central 
Criminal Court*with the wilful murder 
of fis uncle by stabbing him. de- 


fence was that he did it to revenge an 


! cellent character, nothing else bein Its principal work during the past | Should they protect their sensitiveness 
a ad to his mother ‘eight years known against him, had served | ear has ean to obtain secrete in- | or their daughters? | a 
ore. The jury brought in a verdict through the South African war, and lormahion as to the character . of ¥ —Jus Suffragii. 
of manslaughter, and the Judge took. was now anxious to rejoin his old regi- | criminal assaults upon children, the 4 
into consideration the man’s patriotism ment. The judge said an example | conditions under which they were ure SB 


_ in joining the army. 
Sentence : Highteen months’ hard: 


labour. 


ai. 


MEAVY SENTENCES | 
Receiving Stolen Goods 
Tho Manchester. Guardian (Novem- 
ber 26) reports cage of a broker Shatged 
at the Manchester Assizes, before Mr. 


OF PUNISHMENTS 


Justice Low, with receiving a quan- 


tity of brass, rubber;.and other pro- 
rty stolen from Oldham cotton mills, 
e defence was that he bore an ex- 


must be made of him. : 
» Sentence: Lighteen months’ hard 
labour. 


Improper Behaviour to Little Girl : 


The Morning Advertiser (January 
15) reports. case of a man of no occu- 
tion, charged at Lambeth Police 
urt before 
behaviour towards a little girl in 


parks safe for young children. 


r. Biron with improper ~ 


Stealing a Bicycle 
The Cardiff Times (January 15) re- 
ports case of a ‘labourer, aged 20, 
charged before the Recorder at the 
Cardiff Quarter Sessions with stealing 


Sentence: Three years in a Borstal 


Sentence: Six months’ hard labour. 


Assault on a Woman 
The Cardiff Times (January 15) re- 
ports case of a. youth of seventeen, 
‘charged before Mr. R. A. Griffith at 
Merthyr with attempting to assault 
indecently a young woman, whom he 
attacked by putting his hand over her 


-mouth and dragging her to the ground. 


The charge was reduced to common 
assault, the Stipendiary remarking 


_@ respectable woman; her fat 


that the Bench were satisfied he was . 


guilty of a very impudent assault. 
Sentence: Fined 40s. 7 


 -Vagrancy 
The Birkenhead News (January 8 
reports case of a girl aged 18 indi 


before the Recorder, Mr. Alexander 


Mere Latham, at the Birkenhead 
Borough Quarter Sessions, on a charge 
of vagrancy. It was stated in her de- 
fence that she was an honest girl, and 
if properly looked after would g sgh: 
r ha 
taken no interest in her and had done 
nothing to keep her at home. The 
Recorder remarked it was a good thing 
she had been caught in time. _ 


Sentence: Three years in a Borstal 
Institution. 


oft. 


| of militarism that we decline to believe | difficult to follow the workings of a| Avenue, W.©., on Friday, febru- 
WHAT THE COUNTRY | d have been intended. magistrate’s mind. When we have | ary 25, at -2.30 p.m. (See page 130. 


WANTS 


We draw the attention of our 


readers this week especially to the | 


first of the three comparisons in our 
table of punishments. The two cases,. 
the -one of manslaughter and the 
other of receiving stolen goods, and 
the way they were treated by two re- 
spective judges, seem to us to 
epitomize the exposure we make, week 
by week,.in- this column. of -the  ten- 


consideration,” Judge Darling is re- 
ported to have said to the young 
soldier whe had stabbed his uncle to 
death, “I feel it is desirable to give 


you an opportunity tolerably soon of | 


returning te a life valuable to your 
country.” 


Is This Militarism ? 
Leniency, as such, is never singled 


out by us for condemnation ;. for we | 
‘believe that.only when punishments 


are given on a. humane, and not-a 
revengeful, basis will justice begin to 
be done in this country, or crime to 


be cured. - But whatever justification } 
there may. be for shortening the 


punishment in this particular case to 


eighteen months (Julia Decies, for 


merely wounding the man who had 


betrayed and deserted her, was sen- 


tenced to seven years’ penal servitude 


by this.same judge), we must affirm 


very strongly that we do not consider 


- that justification strengthened by the’ 


fact that the young man in question 
was needed by a grateful country as 


| Is asked 
‘ would have thought a grateful country 
(to say nothing of the army!) would 


The Other Side of the Question 


_What a difference in the 
view is seen when a man, who has also 
served his country in battle, and who 
is anxious to do so again, is brought 
up for receiving stolen goods! ‘The 
strohgest possible representations are 
made in his favour, he is given an 
excellent previous character, the judge 
or a lenient sentence. One 


so, for the immeasurably smaller 
crime, the same sentence of eighteen 
months is imposed, though the reasons 
for leniency were almost immeasurably 
stronger. 

We repeat, the epitome of our case 
against the Courts for their present 
mode of treating offences against the 

erson and against property is to be 
ound in comparing A two in- 
stances. | 


int of. 


WATCHING THE COURTS 


We have just received the first 
ee 8 report of the Committee for the 

revention of Criminal Assaults on 
Children (40, Leicester Square, W.C.). 
The Committee, as our readers may 
remember, was formed after a Con- 
ference held in‘ June, 1915. Its work 
‘has, unfortunately, been very much 
curtailed by the war, and it is in 
great- need of support. 


committed, and the way in which they 
have been dealt with. Help in this 
work has been given by the National 
Union of Women orkers, the 
Mothers’ Union, the Women’s Local 
Government Society, and the British 
Women’s Temperance Association. 
The Hon. retary (Mrs. Arthur 
Hutchinson) has addressed a meetin 
of the Rescue and Preventive Sectiona 
Committee of the National Union of 


The. Report of the Conference, the 
outcome of which was the founding of 
this Committee, can be had (3d., by 
sak 4d.). on application to- Mrs. 

utchinson, Aysthorpe, Cambridge. 


JUSTICE BLIND IN ONE 
EYE 


“Something must be done with these 
drunken women,” said 
Clerkenwell the other day. ‘‘ Here 
I have nineteen charges, and nine are 
women.” 

_ We do not, of course, wish to defend 
intemperance, but we should like to 
point out to ‘Mr. Bros that out of his 
nineteen charges of drunkenness ten 
of them were men. Does he not think 
that somethin 
all these drunken men? 


nine drunken women apd ten drunken 
men, we draw the conclusion that 
some people drink too much. A 
magistrate, however, draws the con- 
clusion that women drink too much. 
It seems that Justice, at any rate in 
| be police-courts, is blind—in one eye 
only. 


WOMAN’S PLACE 


First Able-bodied Male: ‘‘ Woman’s 
_ place is in the home. As I was tellin’ 


just now in the cepa eit. 
—-Jus Suffra 


A DANIEL COME TO JUDGMENT! 


There is not a statute book on which 
women have written that does not con- 
tain more humane laws as a result. 

In no single State have they failed 
to bring a better, cleaner, and more 
independent note into politics. 


—Judge Ben Lindsey. 


UNITED SUFFRAGISTS 


27, Chancery Lane, London, W.C! 


Telephone 5880 Holborn. 


Oolours: Purple, White, and Orange. 


OBJECT :—To secure a Government measure to give women 
. the Vote on equal terms with men, 


The United Suffragists : 


Membership Card 


(1) Believe that men and women can usefully co-operate on equal terms in one 
organisation for the enfranchisement of women. | 
(2) Regard Woman Suffrage as the foremost political issue of the day, and will work 
wit considering the interests of any political 
t 


(3) Recognise various forms of ‘s 


rage activ 
tribute any kind of service according to their capacity and conviction 


y as of value, and are réady to con- 


There is no-fixed subscription or entrance fee, but members are 
relied upon to support the Society to the best of their ability. 


Membership 


is open to everyone who endorses the object of this Society, irrespective 
of membership of any other Society, militant or non-militant. - i 
I wish to join the United Suffragiste, whose object I approve. 


ought to be done with | 


Mr. Bros at 


135 


FALSE MODESTY | 


“T am unwilling,” said a Southern 
man, “‘ to foree woman into the vortex 
of politics, where her sensitiveness and 
her modesty will often be offended.” 
The women of North Carolina are 
attempting to have the age of protec- 
tion for girls raised above fourteen 
years, In the course of their struggle 
their sensitiveness and modesty will 
often be offended. The question is: 


COMING EVENTS 
_ Mdlle. Marie A. Czaplicka will de- 
liver a lantern lecture on “ Poland, 
Past and Present,” at the Ashburton 
Club, 28, Red Lion Square, W.C., on 
Monday, January 24; at 7 p.m. Chair: 
Mrs. Despard. Tickets, ls. and 6d., 
can be obtained from the Women’s 
Freedom League, 144, High Holborn. 


Mrs. Despard and Miss Nina Boyle. 
Admission free. 


Mr. G. B. Burgin will speak on 
‘‘How Novels are Written,” at the 
International Women’s Franchise 
Club, 9, Grafton Street, Piccadilly, 
on Wednesday, January 26, at 8 p.m. 
Chair: Mr. Gilbert Samuel. 


The United Suffragists will hold a 
ublic Ts in the Kingsley Hall, 
ristol, on Friday, January 28, at 
7.30 p.m. Speakers: Mrs, Despard, Mr. 
Robert Smillie, Miss Catherine Mar- 
shall, and Miss Evelyn Sharp. Chair: 
Mr. George Lansbury. Admission free. 


In sid of. the U.S. Women’s Club, 
a grand entertainment will be held 


for particulars.) 


ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY 
69, Upper Street, London, N. 
MR. CHODWICE BROWN, Dental Surgeon. 
Mr. PREDK. G. BOUCHER, Assist. Dental Surgeoa 
Established 35 years. 


Gas Administered daily, at 11 and 38, by 
a Qualified Medical Man. FEE 1s. 6d. 
A record of 30,000 successful cases. Nurse 
in attendance. Mechanical work in all its 


dency of our Courts to punish the my wife—— branches. 
offender against the laws of property | siicht offence against property, than | , S°°ud Able-bodied Male: | By the | ‘The Best Artificial Teeth from be 
far more severely than the offender} for those of a man convicted of the me a Bill, what's your wife doin . Send Postcard for Pamphlet. 
- against the laws of humanity. | manslaughter of an uncle. But Mr. . ea -.» | Telephone: North 8795. | 
“Taking all the circumstances into | Justice Low thought otherwise; and No Show-case at door. 


Have you tried 


Macaroni Cheese? 


A RERECIPE BY OUE 
CHEF.—Blanch about 6-o0zs. to 
4-lb. of Macaroni in boiling 
water for thirty minutes, then 
drain off. Make a sauce of 2-ozs. 
each of butter and flour. Mixin 
a warm pan, add 2 pint of boiling 
‘milk and stir until flour is 
= Add the Macaroni, salt 
.and 
ful of mustard, and }-Ib, 
Cheese. Place in pie di 
bread crumbs and small 
of butter‘on top, Put under 
grill until brown, and serve hot, 
This should be sufficient for 
four or six persons, 


ated 
with 


ITALIAN MACARONI 


BOX OF 


7-lbs. for 2/ 11 . 


SELFRIDGE’S 


Name (Mr,, Mrs., or Miss) 
a soldier—unless, of course, Mr. | 
Justice Darling (always presuming he tee SER eee ree | PROVIS ION SECTIONS. 


pper to taste, a teaspoon- | 


is cortectly -quoted) ‘was paying a} | Goods Carriage Paid in British Isles. 

dant’s stabbing abilities. But that} the above Form and postitto— | & Lrp; -Oxrorp -81., Wi 
would imply a déference to the spirit |... Hon. Sec., United Suffragists, 27, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. = 
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CLAS SIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, 


E ‘Single mene. 24 words or less, 1s. 6d., id. per were for every additional word (four insertions tor 
a . the price of three). 


ie ensure insertion in our next issue, all ad- 
Be . wertisements must be received not later than 
Euesday morning. Address, the Advertise- 
ment Manager, Votes ror Women, £7, 


T° GIRLS cede” a useful and 
attractive calling. Anstey i 
ad Physical Training and 
Erdington, mig» offers a full 
teachers’ training in physical culture, 


| Warwick School of. Motoring, 
259, Warwick Road, Kensington; Western, 
946. Driving is thoroughly taught on various 
makes of cars by a competent staff of assist- 


DA MOORE.—Lesse Singin 


Win ; West. 
Stadio. 158 Tim Park i 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


swimming, hygiene, anatomy, 
Good posts -obbainéd 


Faker 


equipped for tical traini Hi 
commended of the 


y re- 


oman’s Mallord Street, Church : 
training. | Emergency Corps and late pupils. . Fees, for 4 
ANTERN LECTURE on “Poland, | Nagle 
Past and Present,” by Malle. Marie . 


A. Czaplicka, at the Ashburton Club, 
8 Red L Lion Square, W.C., Monday, 


January 26 Despard and 
Nina Boyle. Chair: Mr. Tanner. 
mission free. 


24, at 7 p.m. Chairman: Mrs. THE NEXT PARLIAMENT MUST BE ELECTED YVONNE 
Tickets, 1s. and - of Milan, un’ és, 0 
omen’s Freed 
High Holborn, W.C. BY WOM EN AS WELL. AS. MEN ‘very “Cm High 
will hold-a public meeting | MODERN: SCHOOL F FOR GIRLS, 
Wednesd ft t Caxt | | 


Ad- 


BOARD RESIDENCE, Etc. 


ABSOLUTE Quietude 
Hote extras. te Gal 
ladies will fi Gaiety 
mest, daintiest, quarters; 
bedroom, with h. and 
water gt breakfast, bath, 
alice, and lights, from 5s. 6d. ; ; en pen- 


sion 96.; special terms for long stay; se | 


WILL HOLD A 


PUBLIC 


MEETING 


IN THE 


KINGSLEY HALL, 


FRIDAY, JAN. 28, at 7. 30 pt m. 


4 


t, MA: specialists 
uates; pupile pre- 


moorland 


— 


BUSINESS, Bte. 


taste, at ble 
Triezes specialty. 


ex- 
RIGHTON. — TITCHFIELD (At the close of the Labour Party Conterence) 
HOUSE, 21, Upper Rock Gardens, free. at any distance.—Horace 
off Marine Parade. table, con- | Member U8), 30, Woronzow Road, 
Terms from 256.—Mrs.| To the inclusion of: Women. the Jobn’s Wood. Tel. 852 Hampetead. 


> 


TO BE LET OR SOLD. 


Government. frames its Bill to. reform 
the Parliamentary Register. 


RINK DELICIOUS SALUTARIS 
GINGER ALE. Absolutely safe; 


miversity grad 
easional entrance ¢xami- 


fe Chalet,” 2, “Fulham Park Road, 


| made from -distilled water. Aak your | 
5 or write Balutarie, Com y, 236, 
ESIDENTIAL CHAMBERS. —Un- ‘Road, London 
R furnished rooms, with _ electric SPEAKERS: advertisement). 


and attendance, from 7s, 6d. to-126, per 
week; tariff very moderate,—A} wy 
Lady, 44, London Road, Bromley, | 


— 


BOOK about HERBS, 


(6 4.-PAGE 


HOW USE THEM, | ; 


MR. GEORGE LANSBURY 


MRS. 


DESPARD 


ROBERT SMILLIE 
(President: of the Miners’ Federation) | 


ey,’ 


Miss CATHERINE. MARSHALL 


full-eisé Pillow "Cases, 


dun 


PILLOW LINEN in 
Remnants; stfiicient to make six 
nuine. o 

Send a postcard to-day 
TONS, 167, Larne; Ireland. 


UPPORT WOMEN PRINTERS. = 


eee C Lane, W.C. : ants, and individual tuition is given to each | Park Walk, London, : = 
hancery Lane C pupil. Before call and inspect out | _ 
: — branches, indoor and ou r games, Mechanical Olass Rooms, which~ are fully 


a 


free. Send for one The | Printing of all déscriptions: under- 
Herbalist, 144, Richmond Road, Cardiff. | MISS" EVELYN: the Holland Pros, 47a, Earls 
Established 1879. Ss ARP W. Best work snd mode 


Etc. 


NTISEPTIC ELECTROLYSIS 
scientifically and effectually per- 
formed. It is the only permanent cure 
Highest medical 


“ADMISSION FREE 


Parther particulars of the Hon. Séc., United 21, Chancery. 


Lane, London, W.C,) 


Help 


for Superfluous Hair, Ne 
| ceferences. Special terms to those en- JEWELLERY. | | LAUNDRY. | 
tation free i6s. Marion Lind- 
12a, London Street, Norfolk HY KEEP USELESS JEWEL- - th 
w. Tele hone: $307 Paddingto LERY? . The London “market | _ 
elepnone, enables Robinson Brothers, of 5, Hamp- A MODEL ‘LAUNDRY. — Family | 
stead London, W., 127, Fen- work a speciality. Dain’ | 
church Street, H.C., to give the description treated wi | BY SUPPORTING 
FLECTROLYSIS Face Massage prices for Gold, Silver, "Silver Plat a- lannels and silks washed in dis. | ie ous 
and Electrical Hair monde, Pearls,’ Emeralds, Silver Piate, |*tilled water. No chemicals used. Best | 
Special terms to trained Nurses. Ski. Antiques, Old Teeth, in any form, employéd. : Prompt collec- | 
ful instruction given and certificates ion, or quantity, Licensed valuers ; prompt. de —B 
Highly recommended by the and appraisers. Telephone 2036 North. 
fession. — Address All parcels, offer or by te ome 
Theakston, 54, Devonshire Street, 
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